


Our city is changing.
The needs of the community
are changing with it.
To move forward,
we must rebuild.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON
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WOMEN ARE 
BUILDERS.

Women build leaders.

Women build innovation.

Women build opportunities.

Women build each other up.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON
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YWCA Hamilton is the leading women’s charitable 

organization in our city and part of a global movement 

that works to empower women and girls. We’ve been 

building the Hamilton community for  over 130 years 

- from our first YWCA girls’ club in 1889 to our current 

innovative, multi-service organization, we foresee and 

respond to  the ever-evolving needs of our community.

TIMES HAVE CHANGED  AND 
WE MUST DO THE SAME.

OUR LEGACY
IS STRONG

As part of a global network 

connecting 25 million women in 

125 countries, YWCA Hamilton 

serves citizens of Hamilton at 

all stages of their lives, from 

toddlers in our childcare, to 

young women in our STEM 

Girls Club, to adult women with 

housing, to seniors struggling 

with isolation.

  YWCA Hamilton is a leader in 

providing housing for women 

and families, and operates 

emergency shelters, transitional and 

short term housing, and permanent 

affordable housing. 

In Hamilton, our Transitional Living 

Program provides private units for 

women who have nowhere else to 

turn and supports that help them 

get back on their feet. We proudly 

own and operate Phoenix Place, a 

safe haven for women and children 

who are fleeing violence and abuse. 

In 2016, we launched Carole Anne’s 

Place, an emergency shelter that 

gives women a warm place to stay at 

night during Hamilton’s coldest winter 

months.  

With an operating budget of 

 $16.8 million, YWCA Hamilton 

is governed by a board of 12 

skilled and deeply engaged 

directors, and boasts a 

leadership team of strong, 

bold and passionate women. 

YWCA Hamilton has the proven 

experience, organizational 

capacity and drive to lead and 

manage complex projects.

NOW WE NEED  YOUR 
HELP TO BUILD  
A HAMILTON FIRST.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON

87



A CRISIS
IN HAMILTON.
Rent prices skyrocketed more than 19 per cent last year…

The waiting list for social housing is over 6,000 people …

12,000+ seniors are isolated.

OUR GOAL IS TO PROVIDE WOMEN AND CHILDREN WITH A STABLE HOME  AND 
THE RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO REBUILD THEIR LIVES.

Women are the most vulnerable of those who are homeless.

Leaving many with the impossible choice of paying for shelter or paying for food.

And counting; on any given night, between 300-400 women experience homelessness.

Isolation contributes to an increase in cognitive decline and depression and adds stress 
to the city’s network of emergency services. And senior women become especially 
vulnerable to isolation due to becoming a caregiver, poverty, lack of education and/or 
decline in mental health.

A stable home is a key determinant of overall health. For many women and children, 
safe and  secure housing is a building block for the future and their protection from 
abuse.

No place to 
call home.
In Hamilton, rent prices have 
skyrocketed over 19 per 
cent in  the last year alone, 
leaving many of our most 
marginalized citizens forced 
to choose between paying 
rent and buying food to eat. 
The waiting list for social 
housing is over 6,000 and 
counting, and on  any given 
night in Hamilton, hundreds 
of women experience 
homelessness. 

Women face unique barriers 
in securing a safe and 
affordable place to live and 
are the most vulnerable of 
those who are homeless. 
Whether she is a woman with 
developmental disabilities, 
a woman fleeing domestic 
violence, a woman working 
in a low wage job, a woman 
isolated due to ethnicity or 
cultural heritage,  lack of 
education or mental  health 
status, it can seem the deck 
is stacked against her. 

A safe and accessible place 
to live has been identified as 

a key determinant of overall 
health. For many women and 
children, their home is a safe 
haven; a key building block 
for their future and their 
protection from abuse. 

Women, children and 
families who come to YWCA 
Hamilton have struggled with 
homelessness, isolation, and 
various forms of disability 
and trauma. Our goal is 
to provide them with the 
stability of a home, and the 
resources and opportunities 
required to rebuild their lives. 

Now more  than 
ever, our 
community  needs 
YWCA Hamilton.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON
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As experts in women’s housing, YWCA Hamilton will once again be at the forefront 
of creating innovative housing solutions by delivering first-of-its-kind, women’s-only, 
affordable housing to the Hamilton community.

After 90 years of serving the Crown Point community, YWCA Hamilton’s building on 
Ottawa Street was no longer sustainable nor able to meet the changing needs of the 
community.
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Building for
women, children
and families.
Vibrant YWCAs around the 

world build strong women and 

strong communities.  After 

years of consultation with the 

Ottawa Street community and 

collaboration with all levels of 

government, YWCA Hamilton 

has developed an innovative 

plan with key private and 

public partnerships to 

construct a purpose-built and 

fully accessible facility: the 

new Putman Family YWCA.

Slated for opening in 2021, the 

Putman Family YWCA will stand 

six stories tall and boast a modern, 

cutting edge design. This state-

of-the-art facility will serve as the 

the beating heart of Ottawa Street, 

offering residential, programmatic, 

recreational and commercial uses.  

Within this new facility, women and 

children will have a place to call 

home and the needs of the Ottawa 

Street community will be better 

served, one person at a time.

“Sometime after we got married, compliments 
turned into takedowns. Instead of bringing me 
up, he was bringing me down. Instead of being 
a wonderful person, I became this worthless 
person. For a while I didn’t want to be in my 
house. I would take the kids and go somewhere 
else and hang out for the day because I just didn’t 
want to be in my home. And that should be a safe 
place. So I was stuck. And I was scared. And for a 
while I didn’t want to live.”

MEET CANDACE. Candace is no longer 
 stuck or scared.
YWCA Hamilton helped set Candace 
on the road to financial independence 
when she enrolled in the Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Program. Through 
one-on-one coaching she learned 
how to take her kernel of an idea 
and turn it into a viable business 
model that supports survivors of 
violence. She is pursuing her dream 
of becoming a successful business 
owner and in 2019 was awarded the 
Honourary YWCA Hamilton Woman of 
Distinction Award.
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HOUSING FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN
50 affordable apartments

15 of which are dedicated for adults with developmental disabilities

In-residence counselling

Wraparound support for residents, including goal-planning, skill-building,
resource navigation and supportive counselling

Rooftop garden and community spaces

Passive House design ensuring high levels of comfort

 • 28 one-bedroom units
 • 6 barrier-free one-bedroom units

 • 10 two-bedroom units
 • 6 three-bedroom units

INNOVATION, COMMUNITY & SENIORS SPACES
Innovation Centre dedicated to providing employment training, social enterprise
and microlending, new apprenticeships and business start-up support

Seniors Centre encouraging active living and engagement for citizens 55+

Community Atrium promoting neighbourhood connections and youth programming

WE’RE THERE FOR THOSE WHO NEED US MOST.

We’re growing, and fast. The new Ottawa Street YWCA will deepen our impact and provide 
permanent homes at an affordable rental rate. Unlike shelters or transitional housing, residents will 
have lease agreements with YWCA Hamilton and may stay for as long as they need or desire, while 
benefitting from the long-term security and the stability of a home.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON
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WHO WILL BE HOUSED?
The new Ottawa Street YWCA will serve those who need us most. Of the 50 units, households may include 
women and children ...

• who have experienced domestic violence
• with developmental disabilities
• with mental health issues
• who are Indigenous
• with mobility challenges
• who have experienced homelessness
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A PASSIVE
HOUSE
PROJECT.
YWCA Hamilton will 

incorporate Passive 

House design into the 

build. Passive House 

buildings allow for heating 

and cooling-related 

energy savings of up to 90 

per cent compared with 

average new builds. 

We will be leaders in 

green,  sustainable 

building by using 

available energy sources 

such as body heat from 

residents and solar heat 

from speciality windows 

activated for all seasons. 

The insulation used 

in this Passive House 

design will keep heat 

out during the summer 

and better retain heat in 

the winter. This design 

feature has the added 

benefit of reducing 

future facility operating 

costs.

This innovative, first-of-

its-kind development for 

women will be brought 

to life by Kearns Mancini 

Architects, whose recent 

award-winning projects 

have included the Regent 

Park and Don Mount Court/

Rivertowne neighbourhood 

redevelopments, as well as 

the Centre for Addiction and 

Mental Health. 

Rendering of Community Atrium.

“We proudly support YWCA Hamilton in delivering safe and affordable housing for 
women and their families. Schilthuis is committed to providing community members 
with an energy efficient and cost effective space that will be sure to last a lifetime.”

Henry Schilthuis  
President, Schilthuis Construction Inc.

#WOMENBUILDHAMILTON
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“We need safe and inclusive spaces for girls to think, imagine, dream, 
invent and thrive. The new Ottawa Street YWCA will be that safe 

space for Hamilton girls to create our future world.”

- Professor Juliet Daniel
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HELP US BUILD
A HAMILTON FIRST.
It can’t happen without you.
It can’t happen without you.Hamilton is evolving. While the flux of new residents is good for the 

housing market and the economy, it leaves many who are already facing socioeconomic barriers 

even further behind; especially women and their children in need of a safe space to call home.

It can’t happen without you.Please consider pledging a charitable contribution for up to five years to 

the #WomenBuildHamilton Campaign. We offer many opportunities to make a tribute gift or to have 

your donation permanently recognized in the new Ottawa Street YWCA. 

THE TIME IS NOW
The new Ottawa Street YWCA will be a social and economic hub, contributing to the revitalization of the Crown 

Point community. This unique landmark will be a model of affordable housing, as well as social and community 

infrastructure that can be replicated in cities across Ontario to address the severe housing crisis faced by women. 

Led by commited Hamilton leaders, our Capital Campaign will raise $5 million in private sector
 charitable support to build the new Ottawa Street YWCA.

“This project is so important to our commu-
nity right now. There are more women than 

ever who need us, who are overlooked, 
who are hungry, who are homeless. YWCA 
Hamilton is directly addressing this crisis 

and supports those in need.”

“YWCA Hamilton has the tools and the ex-
perience to support women and children in 
our community who need help. I can’t wait 
to celebrate this next chapter – one that 

allows them to do what they do best – make 
our community a great place to live.”

Erin Dunham
CEO & Co-Owner, The Other Bird

Peter John Van Dyk  
Partner, PV&V Insurance Centre Ltd. 

OUR CAMPAIGN ADVISORS
Brenda Yates
Charaya Thach
Charlotte Yates

Dean Mosca
Erin Dunham
George McCarter

Juliet Daniel
Peter Rumble
Peter Van Dyk

Ruth Todd
Shendal Yalchin
Terri Johns

Victoria Walzak
Ward Campbell
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WOMEN BUILD HAMILTON
CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS
75 MacNab Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P3C1
(905) 522-9922 ext 156

Charitable Registration BN: 11923 6792 RR0001

@YWCA_Hamilton

facebook.com/YWCAHamilton

@ywcahamilton

YWCA Hamilton

ywcahamilton.org


